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Zoroastrianism, the smallest of the world's great religions, is also one of the oldest, having been

founded 3,000 years ago by the prophet Zarathustra. Its influence on other faiths has long been

acknowledged, with its concepts of one God, heaven and hell, good and evil, a saviour to come and

everlasting life featuring in many.
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Gr 7 Up-These attractive volumes are readable and well organized. They have comprehensive

introductions and conclude with current practices and a look to the future. Zoroastrianism discusses

the religion's history, scripture, philosophy, ethics, and rituals. African Religion covers the oral

tradition, beliefs about God and the spirit world, rites, sacred places, and mystical forces. Both

books have glossaries (but no pronunciation guides), minimal chapter notes, and lists for further

reading. Unfortunately, they also have internal inconsistencies and are occasionally confusing. The

abbreviations B.C.E. and C.E. are used with no explanation of their meaning. Both titles suffer from

inadequate maps. And, while they cover the "big picture" well, there is little sense of how the

religions are practiced on a daily basis. However, since little is available for teens on Zoroastrianism

and traditional African religions, these may be useful purchases where world religions are of

interest.-Ann W. Moore, Schenectady County Public Library, NY Copyright 2000 Cahners Business



Information, Inc. --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable edition of this title.

Paul R. Hartz was a teacher and a textbook editor, and specialized in writing nonfiction and

educational materials for elementary and secondary school students. She wrote the latest editions

of Baha'i Faith, Daoism, Native American Religions, and Shinto, all from Chelsea House's World

Religions set.

I found this book very confusing at times. And there was certain important information that was

completely left out. Especially with regards to the dates of when certain books were written, the

sentences would seem to contradict each other. I did not enjoy this book and feel that all the

information I wanted to know was left out. I know that it is difficult to date Zoroastrian writings but

they hardly mentioned anything about the dating at all!

This book is a great introduction about this anciemt Iranian religion and its principles and rituals.

Book is accompanied with many pictures.

There is not a thing wrong with the text of this book. It is well written and informative. The problem is

that this book claims to be an updated edition. We've been able to find no changes from the prior

edition. In my opinion, this is tantamount to defrauding schools and libraries with limited budgets,

not to mention the folks who work hard to pay the taxes. Buy the version that's not updated. You'll

get the same product probably for a better price and let Facts On File know that such conduct is not

appreciated.
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